ACTS

“As never before, Presbyterians need to find common ground in the gospel of Jesus
Christ. I can think of no better way to reclaim that common ground than through an
emphasis on The Great Ends of the Church. They are what unite Presbyterians and set
our direction for mission.” The Great Ends of the Church are:
the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind;
the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God;
the maintenance of divine worship;
the preservation of the truth;
the promotion of social righteousness;
and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.
“What a wonderful vision. The great ends make it clear that our common calling is an
inclusive one. The call to share the gospel is matched by a commitment to social justice.
The need for a renewal in worship is matched by a commitment to truth. The imperative
of building up the Christian community is matched by a call to exhibit the Kingdom of
Heaven to the world.”

For six Sundays – August 26 through September 30 – we will use the Great Ends as our
focus in Worship. Come, be a part of this sermon series, that we might “reflect together on
those things that are central to our calling and our life together” as the body of Christ.*
*All quotes by Former Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, Clifton Kirkpatrick.

Where? How? Who?
John 6:3-7 Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When he looked up and saw a large crowd
coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?"
6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him,
"Six months' wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little."
The beginning of the school year calls for an
increased effort to collect food, clothing, and
school supplies for needy children. Then we are
finished until the push for Thanksgiving and
Christmas creep up on our calendar. We don’t
think about these needs every day because we
are not affected by a lack of groceries or shirts or
ball point pens.
There can often be a gap in our response to
caring for those who long to be fed in a spiritual
sense as well. And that can include many of our
own family members. The church has its “high,
holy seasons” of Advent, Lent, and Pentecost
when the emphasis on spiritual health reaches a
climax. Since Pentecost on May 20, we have
been in one of those in-between times. Our
church calendar labels it “Ordinary Time.” But
there should be nothing ordinary about it.
Right now we are in the middle of the longest
stretch of Ordinary Time during the year. Yet,
according to the scriptures we read during these
months, there is a great deal that happens in
this season. This is when we build up our faith.
This is when we see concrete examples of
mission and service to our neighbors. This is
when we learn exactly who our neighbors are.
This is when true disciples are called to respond
in the way they see and hear Jesus responding
to the needs of the world.
There is no season when God’s love takes a

break. There is no gap in the saving grace of
Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit does not go on
vacation rather than suffer from the boredom of Ordinary Time. This is the time we
bring our everyday lives into line with the
path of faithful living and giving to which we
commit ourselves as Christians.
People, including ourselves, are waiting
to taste the sweetness of God’s grace. People
are hoping to be wrapped and clothed in the
presence of the risen Savior in their lives.
People are longing to hear and learn about
the amazing love that has been poured out
for those who believe.
“So when Jesus asks "Where are we to buy
bread for these people to eat?" the answer, we
should already know, begins with us.
Blessings and Peace, Sharon
*My thoughts for this article were inspired
by a devotional on d365, July 24, 2018.
I commend this website to you for daily
meditation and prayer. It is easy, convenient, and often touches exactly the spot in
the heart that is itching to be noticed. Please
give it a try. www.d365.org
________________________

ˡ Peoples, Timothy. Abundance: There Is More Than
Enough, d365. July 24, 2018

World Communion Sunday
October 7, 2018
World Communion Sunday is a celebration observed by
several Christian denominations, taking place on the first Sunday of
every October, that promotes Christian unity and ecumenical
cooperation. The tradition was begun in 1933 by Dr. Hugh Thomson
Kerr who ministered in the Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

putting GOD first in living and giving
Do

we worship idols? The answer may surprise
you.

During

the month of October, our church will
hear about God’s generosity and our response
as we experience our stewardship program,
“first: putting GOD first in living and giving,”
developed by author and pastor Mike Slaughter
of Ginghamsburg Church. There will be opportunities in worship, and in weekly Bible Study
to think about how we can focus our lives on the
Lord.

We

are made in God’s image and are meant to
live a life of hope, not be consumers of our culture’s shiny gods. We have the ability to share
our faith and create a legacy that will live
forever in the lives of generations to follow.
That legacy starts when each of us takes the
hard steps of financial discipline and fulfilling
the call to generosity that God has placed in all
of us.

The

goal of this stewardship program is not to
make you feel guilty, nor is it to say that you
have to be exactly like this or that person. The
goal is for all of us to ask questions of ourselves
and be open to the possibility that God will lead
us in new directions in our lives.

During

the four-week program, we’ll be challenged in a number of different ways. We’ll be

asked to look for the idols in our own lives
(Hint: Most of them aren’t animals made of
gold) and name the ways these idols enslave
us, holding us back from living in the true
freedom that God desires for us.
We’ll

be challenged to consider the place
that money, work, and debt have in our own
lives. What are our common understandings
of these, and might the witness of Scripture
lead us to some different understandings?

We’ll

be challenged to ask ourselves what it
means for us to be faithful, to save, and to
give. How do we balance all the competing
interests in our lives? What priorities does
God want us to have?

Finally,

we’ll be challenged to give with our
hearts, not out of obligation or a sense of
duty and not just when we think the recipient deserves our gift. Instead, we’ll be challenged to give the way God gives—freely,
fully, with no favorites or expectations of
repayment.

It

is our prayer that, at the end of these four
weeks, we will have begun to grow into the
individuals and the church that God knows
we can be. Please join us in “first: putting
GOD first in living and giving.”

Bible Study Groups: October 2—24
Tuesday, 5:30 pm or Wednesday, 2:00 pm
Stewardship Commitment Sunday
November 4, 2018

Estate planning offers Presbyterians the opportunity to make an enduring statement of faith.
This act of stewardship can leave an indelible
mark on your church or a mission program of
your choice. You may be surprised that even a
small asset can be turned into a gift which will
support your choices in perpetuity. You may
even identify assets previously not considered
that could be used to make a generous gift.

“Five Practices of Fruitful Living”
provides an honest, practical, and winsome
guide to the spiritual journey. By repeating
and deepening certain fundamental practices, we cooperate with God in our spiritual
growth. These five practices — to receive
God's love, to love God in return, to grow in
Christ, to serve others, and to give ourselves
fully - as we attend to them and develop
them, help us settle ourselves in God and
become instruments of God's grace.
Chris Rollins will lead the Bible Study
on Wednesday, September 5,12,19,26 at
2:00 pm in the CE building

There are many ways to give. Although the
choices may seem overwhelming at first, they
are simply different options designed to fit various circumstances and meet individual goals.
Only you will be able to determine how a charitable gift fits into your estate plan. We can offer
resources to guide you. Contact Pastor Schuler.
WAYS TO BENEFIT CHARITY LATER
 BEQUEST IN WILL
 CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST
 LIFE INSURANCE
 RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS
 REAL ESTATE

"Chrismon" is a combination of the words
“Christ" and "monogram," and means
"symbols of Christ." Chrismons are gold and
white, representing majesty and purity. Ideas
for fashioning them are developed from early
Christian symbols, the Bible and church
histories. The Worship Committee has ordered new Chrismons this year to decorate
our church Christmas tree. Any donation
toward the cost would be appreciated.

Welsh Revival is an all-girls Celtic ensemble from the University of Mobile that has performed hundreds of times for enthusiastic audiences of all ages and backgrounds throughout the
southern United States. They bring a joyful excellence to
performing traditional and newer Irish instrumental music as well as
Celtic treatments of sacred music. (They also sing quite well…and even
dance from time to time.) This style of music combined with the outstanding way in which it is performed has allowed them to share the love
of the Lord in churches large and small, opened doors to play in schools,
music festivals and community events, and even gave them the chance to
be on mission in Romania this past spring. Welsh Revival may cause you
to smile and tap your foot…but they will also touch your heart.”

September 23rd
after worship
September is the beginning of
PW new Bible study:
“God’s Promise: I Am with You.”
The 2018 –’19 Horizons Bible study
will take us on a journey through
scripture to consider circumstances
in which God articulated God’s
promise of presence. We will see
anew that God offered these words of
profound comfort and commitment
to individuals and communities
from the time of the patriarchs to
that of the prophets; from the judges
to the kings; before, during, and after the exile; into the New Testament
and beyond, to the end of the age.
We have three circles that meet in
morning, afternoon, and evening.
Find one that fits your schedule and
join us:

 Bring

salads and desserts

 Meat

and drinks provided

 Invite

a friend

For the 2nd year FPC will be participating in a
Trunk-or-Treat neighborhood event Saturday, October 27 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Each
church will set-up in its own parking lot so that
neighborhood children can walk from church to
church for treats and games.
Please plan to participate in this fun event by
decorating the trunk of your car (creative and
fun, but not scary) and handing out treats or by
hosting a game for children to play (bean bag
toss, etc.). We will set up in the parking lot on
First Street. This is a great opportunity to get to
know people in our neighborhood.

 Joy Circle —1st Tuesday, 9:45 am
 Fellowship —1st Thursday, 2:00 pm
 Shalom — 1st Thursday, 6:00 pm

DATES to REMEMBER:
Birthday Luncheon
Tuesday, September 18
11:30 am
at Neighborhood Cafe
Birthday Luncheon
Tuesday, October 16
11:30 am
Pepito’s Mexican Restaurant

FPC has a ministry to provide food
for members when needed. This is a
great way to share with others. It’s
time to re-stock the freezer. Things to remember:
 Use light seasoning and salt, no heavy spices.
 Use disposable containers only, containers
will be provided if needed.
 All donations must be labeled. Label sheets
are hanging on the freezer door to identify
date, type of food, how many servings,
cooking instructions, and who donated.
Space in the kitchen freezer is allotted for the
Manna Pantry. Contact Phyllis March, Project
Coordinator, before removing food from the
freezer or if you have questions.

Home: 314-7530 or Email: marchj@cox.net

During worship service on July 1, 2018, First Presbyterian family and friends
show their commitment to pray for Nathaniel Moran as he departed for his
military career. Nathaniel took his oath of enlistment
into the United States Navy on July 9, 2018.

Mary Christie’s family hosted a reception
on September 29th to celebrate
Mary’s 80th birthday.

Rebecca Ashmore
celebrated her
97th birthday
on June 21, 2018.

Margaret Hannover celebrated 100th birthday!
Family and friends gathered at Westwood to celebrate
the milestone birthday. Mayor Dick Rynearson
presented a key to the city and proclaimed
August 20, 2018 as “Margaret Hannover Day!”

September Anniversaries
Everett & JoAnn Raspberry
September 12
John Schuler .................. 01
Emily Miller ................. 02
Kyla Brister ................. 04
Everett Raspberry ....... 09
Sharon Land ................ 10
Adelaide Blades ........... 12
Richard Knight ............ 19
Charlene Howard ........ 20
Steve Cahoon ............... 22
Chris Rollins ................ 22
Helen Edwards ............ 27
Jett Brister................... 30

God Bless You
on your special day!

Jerry Black .................... 02
Elizabeth Nicks ............. 02
Linda Petteway.............. 02
Bob Engelkens ............... 03
Phyllis March ................ 03
Fred Rhinehardt ............ 07
John Drain ..................... 14
Jackie Hails ................... 16
MG Moran ...................... 16
Mayrelizbeth Pryor ....... 17
Mert Wagner.................. 20

OctoberAnniversaries
Mark & Sherryl Haller
October 21
Jim & Chris Rollins
October 23
Richard & Shirley Knight
October 24
Jim & Debbie Weatherbee
October 24

Joanne Hamilton ........... 23
Clark Petteway .............. 23
Helen Rigdon ................. 23
Debbie Weatherbee ....... 24

FPC invites you to prayerfully contribute a
few cents at each meal to alleviate hunger
and poverty. Participation is also a commitment to share with others in response to
Jesus’ command in Mark 6:37: “YOU give
them something to eat.”
2018 goal: $1,000;

John & Ann Cahoon
September 17

Given to date: $ 312.00

SEPTEMBER 2nd
Serve & Set up: Kim Mitchell & Chris Rollins
Serve & Clean:
Mayrelizbeth Pryor & Barbara Blackburn
OCTOBER 7th
Serve & Set up: Beth Crawley, Marlene Naylor
Serve & Clean: Theresa Nicks, Lila Mendel

Financial Statement
JULY 2018

YEAR to DATE

INCOME:
Offerings.............................. $17,762.00 ...... 113,711.25
Misc. Income .............................. 230.00 ............. 955.00
Other ................................................. 00 ............. 139.07
TOTAL INCOME .................. $17,992.00 ...... 114,805.32
EXPENSES:
Clergy Compensation. .......... $5,609.86 ........ 42,286.61
Worship ..................................... 109.00 .......... 2,366.65
Christian Education ..................... -12.00 ............. 697.55
Witness/Outreach ....................... 642.33 .......... 5,342.31
Admin. & Finance .................. 11,750.61 ........ 76,320.63
Property .................................. 2,237.12 ........ 16,340.54
Fellowship ................................... 28.66 .......... 1,179.45
Loan Interest Expense.................. 379.41 .......... 2,732.80
TOTAL EXPENSES................. 20,744.99 ...... 147,266.54
Excess Income/Expense ...... $ - 2,752.99 .... —32,461.22
Transfer fm Investment Acct ................ 00 ........ 45,000.00
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