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Peace, peace, wonderful peace,
Coming down from the Father above!

Sweep over my spirit forever, I pray
In fathomless billows of love!

James 1:17-18 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In
fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a
kind of first fruits of his creatures.
For several years I have heard of a new trend gaining momentum among families planning
for the Advent and Christmas seasons. Each member of the family receives only four gifts:
something they want; something they need; something to wear; something to read.
Some people extend this practice to include corporate gifts for the family in each category as
well. What a wonderfully simple way of celebrating the season!
We know of only three material gifts that Jesus received: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
I wonder if we as Christians might offer our own gifts to the Lord in a four-fold way. Here are
some suggestions. I’m sure we can think of things from our own hearts to offer to God, to
others, and to ourselves in Christ’s name this season.

SOMETHING WE WANT:
Faithfulness
Love
Humility
Honesty
Hope
Peace

SOMETHING WE WEAR:
The Sign and Seal of God’s Grace
The Belt of Truth
The Breastplate of Righteousness
The Shield of Faith
The Helmet of Salvation
The Sword of the Spirit
(Ephesians 6:10-18)

SOMETHING WE NEED:
Spiritual Connections
Increased Participation in
the Mission of the Church
Health of Body and Soul
Enthusiasm to Share the Gospel
Time to Help Others
Prayer

SOMETHING WE READ:
The Bible
Daily Devotions
Bible Studies
Inspirational Stories
Verses of Hymns
Local, National, and World News

How blessed we will be if we can say we have given or received any of these gifts!

Blessings to All, Sharon

The

of Christmas

Advent Bible Study
Wednesdays, 2:00 pm — 3:30 pm
November 28th, December 5th, 12th, 19th

There will not be a birthday luncheon in
November. Birthdays for November and
December will be celebrated at the
December luncheon.
Tuesday, December 18, 11:30 am
at Tommy Mattonie’s
(PW is planning the luncheon schedule for 2019.
Contact Barbara Blackburn if you have a favorite
location that can accommodate a group.)

2018 THANK OFFERING: It is time for the
annual
PW Thank Offering which provides
clean water, alleviates homelessness, provides
educational opportunities, promotes health, and
improves the lives of women and children
throughout the world in many other ways.
You will have an opportunity to make a donation
at your November or December circle meeting.
You may also place your contribution in the
offering plate on Sunday or mail it to the church
office. Please make checks payable to Presbyterian Women & indicate on your check that it is
for the 2018 Thank Offering.
Thanks to your generous giving to the 2017
Thank Offering— 16 projects (12 national and 4
international) will receive grants in 2018. All
Presbyterian Women are encouraged to participate in this important mission.

On the first Sunday in November, we bring
our stewardship program to a close and have
the opportunity to express our gratitude and
generosity as we commit our time, talent and
treasure to the glory of God.
Prayerfully consider your commitment and
present your estimate of financial support on
November 4th. After worship we will gather
in the Fellowship Hall for a celebration
reception, giving thanks to our gracious God.
Together we will continue our tradition of
growing our faith, serving one another, and
providing for those in need of a helping hand.
The Rev. Dr. Roy Martin will be our
special guest on Sunday, November 18.
(Harvest Home Sunday). Roy is the General Presbyter (“the boss)” of the Presbytery of Florida. He graciously accepted
the invitation to preach as Pastor Sharon
returns from a Moderator’s Conference at
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary.
Roy and his wife, Rev. Lisa Martin (Pastor
at Lynn Haven Presbyterian Church) live
in the Panama City area. We welcome his
message and fellowship as we prepare to
Give Thanks.
Sign up for the monthly Presbytery
of Florida e-newsletter
“Panhandle Presbyterian”
for lots of information and inspiration,
office@presbyteryofflorida.com
SR Moran, Nathaniel T.
P.O. Box 700 #0971
Naval Submarine School
Groton, CT 06349-5700
SR Moran, Nathaniel T.
Bldg 499 Room 141 #0971
Naval Submarine School
Groton, CT 06349-5700
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Christmas is wonderful, but it’s not because of
presents or parties. The Wonder of Christmas is
an exciting Advent experience that explores the
true wonder of Christmas through the lens of four
elements of the Christmas story: a star, a name,
a manger, and a promise. As we look to these
aspects of the Christmas story, we will rediscover
that the true wonder of Christmas is found in the
love of Christ and made real in our hearts when
we share that love with others. Because of God’s
great love and light in Jesus Christ, we can
believe with confidence that anything is possible!

SERRV MARKET WILL BE OPEN
BEFORE CHRISTMAS
The Joy Circle will open a SERRV minimarket will open after church December
2, 9, 16, and 23. The market will be held
from 11 am to 2 pm in room 10 of the CE
building. We’ll have many new products
as well as some old favorites . . . products
from all over the world that will make
great Christmas gifts.

Come and experience

“COLORING THE SCRIPTURES”
Wednesday, November 7th and
14th at 2:00 pm
Grab some crayons, pencils, or
markers in a variety of hues and
let your creativity flow while you
meditate on God's word. You will
select a favorite scripture, reflect
on it and color a background around
it using various art media of your
choice. Join us in CE, room 7 for a
fun and inspirational experience.

What a refreshing service we experienced
when Welsh Revival from the University
of Mobile visited FPC! These very talented
young ladies not only shared their eclectic
musical selections, but also their genuine
love for the Lord. It gives me hope for the
future of our country. Oh, how we need
many more like them to boldly share their
faith in these troubling times in which we
live. Our world needs a Savior and these
students are using music as a tool to reach
people for Christ. Praying God's blessings
on them as they continue this ministry.
Our musicians are preparing for Christmas
Music Sunday on December 9th during the
10:00 am service. We pray that the handbells,
choir, soloists, narrators and instruments will
honor the Lord as we share the Christmas story
once again. The narration, written by our own
Jim Rollins, will focus on the names given to
Jesus in Isaiah 9:6: Wonderful, Counselor,
The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace. Musical selections will
include In the Bleak Midwinter, A Winter's
Song, Angel Song, A Silent Night and Child
of Wonder. Please plan to attend and invite
your unchurched neighbors, family and friends.
God's infinite love...........sent to us in the form
of a baby. What greater gift than this?
Love to all, Jackie

The “Angel Tree” gifts will be donated
to families at FRESH Start. Tags will
have specific suggested items on their
wish/need list. Choose a tag and make
Christmas special for families in need.
FRESH Start is a non-profit organization serving local homeless families.
They provide transitional programs
and housing to help them achieve selfsufficiency.

The Cold Night shelters will be open
at “One Hopeful Place” this winter.
Located on North Beal Extension, the
facility offers a safe place for up to 100
of our community’s less fortunate during nights when temperatures drop
below 40° F.
Area churches will host, providing food
and volunteers to staff one night per
week if needed. First Presbyterian will
be responsible for Wednesday nights.
We need volunteers, please contact
Yvonne Franklin, 862-5341, for more
information and sign-up.

Two Cents-a-Meal contributions are used to fight
hunger both locally and beyond. Each year 2 Cents-aMeal collection from our church are donated to local
hunger initiatives. Let’s make a concerted effort to
reach the 2018 $1,000 goal. Given to date: $ 402.50.

COLLECTIONS
Food Items: Sharing & Caring is a food source for the
needy who qualify within the guidelines. Clients include
families, children, seniors, the homeless and the unemployed. All monitory donations or non-perishable food
will be greatly appreciated.
Personal Care Items: We need your
help collecting shampoo, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, razors, soap, shaving
cream and deodorant — both family
size and travel size are welcome.
“A Bed 4 Me” needs new pillows and twin-size sheets.
“A Bed 4 Me” is a nonprofit organization providing beds
for children who would otherwise be sleeping on the
floor or inadequate spaces.

Poinsettias will grace the Sanctuary this Christmas
season. You may place a plant in memory or
in honor of loved ones. Orders will be taken
mid-November. Cost is $12.00 for each plant.

Watch your mailboxes for the most important catalog of the holiday season! The
Alternative Gift Catalog with a bright gold cover will be arriving shortly.
For the twenty-second year we will have the opportunity to honor and show our
love for those we want to remember at the holiday season by showing our love for
God's world. Read this important catalog for causes that will touch your heart and
an explanation of how it works.
This year’s catalog will include 8 causes from Alternative Gifts International and 6
causes that were chosen locally. Through the 20 previous years of our AGI catalog our
congregation and friends have given over $100,000 to make the world better!

December
Birthdays
▪ NOVEMBER ▪
Carol Karlson ............... 01
Margaret Shealy .......... 01

Bob and Marlene Naylor
November 29

Henry “Hank” Kelley ... 02
Autumn King ............... 05
Joyce Boyd.................... 09
Yvonne Franklin .......... 11

▪ December ▪
Jim and Phyllis March
December 27

Barbara Fallin ............. 12

Craig Dock ........................ 05
Diana Drain...................... 07
Joe Richardson ................. 12
Nancy Nicks ..................... 17
Mark Haller ...................... 29
Tom Sipos ......................... 29
Rosemary Brown .............. 30

Anne Hall ..................... 12
Elizabeth Epstein ........ 17
Jackson Pryor .............. 18
Penny Carter ................ 21
Wil Hugli ...................... 22
Jane Strickland ............ 22
Barbara Rhinehardt .... 27
Louise Meyers .............. 28

God Bless You on your
birthday!

The Christmas Joy Offering has been a tradition
in the Presbyterian Church for almost seventy
years. The offering supports the education of
students at Presbyterian racial ethnic schools and
colleges and helps families of active and retired
church workers in need through the assistance
programs of the Board of Pensions.
Financial Statement
INCOME:
Sept. ‘18
Year to Date
Offerings ............................. $ 13,853.00 ..... 145,854.25
Other/Misc. Income ................. 1,090.00 ......... 2,334.07
TOTAL INCOME................... $14,943.00 ..... 148,188.32

November 4th
Serve: Barbara Fallin, MG Moran
Jim & Phyllis March
Set up: Fallin/Moran
Clean: March
December 2nd
Serve: Pat Hansen, Kim Mitchell
Barbara Blackurn, Ann Sipos
Set up: Hansen/Sipos
Clean: Blackburn/Mitchell

EXPENSES
Clergy Compensation. .......... $5,600.86 ....... 54,013.33
Worship Committee .................... 991.90 ......... 3,358.55
Christian Education ...................... 67.70 ............ 765.25
Witness & Outreach .................... 733.33 ......... 6,708.97
Admin. & Finance .................. 10,813.75 ....... 97,781.42
Property Committee ................. 5,709.12 ....... 24,442.22
Fellowship ................................... 80.96 ......... 1,317.92
Loan Interest Expense ................ 372.01 ......... 3,480.53
TOTAL EXPENSES .............. $24,369.63 ..... 191,868.19
EXCESS INCOME/EXPENSES ..-9,426.63 ...... -43,679.87

Transfer fm Investment Acct. .. 10,000.00 ...... 65,000.00
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Christmas Eve
Members and guests are invited to
gather in the Fellowship Hall after
worship on November 18th for
the annual Harvest Home Dinner.
Turkey, dressing, gravy, bread,
and beverages are provided.
BRING your favorite salad,
vegetable, or dessert to share.

Candlelight Communion

Lessons & Carol
Carolss

Prelude 5:45pm; Service 6:00 pm

