First Presbyterian Church, Fort Walton Beach, Florida

ACTS

———-

LIFE GOES ON ————

Romans 8:31-39 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him
also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who
justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the
right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ?
Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it
is written, "For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered." No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
After the ball drops in Times Square, after the college bowl games are played, after the decorations are packed away – life goes on. There is nothing particularly remarkable about January
2019 as compared to January 2018. Another year has come and gone, and here we are living
life pretty much as we always have. We know there will be bumps in the road ahead. We know
there will be good days and bad days. But life seldom changes from the patterns we have set.
This should not be so! Life is a big deal! And life, by definition, is alive and changing every single day. Especially Christian life. Skimming through the passage above from Romans my eyes
linger on certain words and phrases:

If God is for us, who is against us?
It is Christ Jesus who died…was raised...who intercedes for us.
Separate? No…
I am convinced…
…nor anything else in all creation…
…the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Some of you may know this is my favorite Bible passage. These are my “go-to” words for comfort, for strength, for encouragement, and for kicking myself into gear when I am all too willing
to droop through the hours. How can one read these words, this promise, and not want to
respond? How can one hear this passage and not want to do something to serve the Lord who
cares for us so completely? If we truly listen, hear, and feel that we belong to Jesus Christ, life
becomes true living. Life goes on, but in a different way. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit work in us, among us, through us in amazing ways.
God the Father did not send the Son to earth as a sweet
story or a sentimental personal appearance. Jesus Christ
did not come to earth for his own edification. The Holy
Spirit does not walk the path of life and faith beside us for
the exercise. The Triune God is for us. The Triune God
loves us. The Triune God will not be separated from us.
That, my friends, is a big deal! That, my friends, is real
life! May real, true life go on and on and on!
Blessings and Peace, Sharon

A SSEMBLY E LECTS S ECOND C O -M ODERATOR T EAM
On the fourth ballot, the 2018 General
Assembly elected as co-moderators Cindy
Kohlmann and Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri
—a minister and a ruling elder; a mid
council executive and an educator; the
daughter of a military family, born in
Greece, and a Puerto Rican native for
whom Spanish is her first language; one
from the north (Boston) and one from the
south (Florida).

Church in Carlisle, Ohio, and later at Clinton
Presbyterian Church in Clinton, Massachusetts.
She is married to Eric Markman, pastor of
Hartford Street Presbyterian Church in Natick,
Massachusetts.

They also elected a team—both in their
early 40s—that exuded a sense of warmth,
hope, welcome and commitment to justice.

Clintrón-Olivieri earned a bachelor’s degree in
education from the University of Puerto Rico and
a master’s in education from Turabo University.
She lives in Miami with her husband, Jose
Manuel Capella-Pratts, pastor of First Spanish
Presbyterian Church. Last year, she served as
moderator of Tropical Florida Presbytery.

Kohlmann serves as resource presbyter for
two presbyteries: the Presbytery of Boston
and the Presbytery of Northern New England. She earned a master of divinity
degree from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary and previously served
as pastor of New Jersey Presbyterian

Clintrón-Olivieri, a native of Puerto Rico and an
English as a Second Language teacher, is a ruling
elder who has served on the Committee on Theological Education and as a translator from English to Spanish at numerous General Assemblies.

[excerpts from “Assembly Elects Second
Co-moderator Team” The Presbyterian
Outlook, July 30, 2018 by Leslie Scanlon,
Outlook national reporter.]

I have been honored by the Presbytery of
Florida to be chosen as the Moderator of
the Presbytery for 2019. November 15-17,
2018 I attended the Moderators Conference in Louisville, Kentucky to learn more
about my responsibilities and opportunities for service during this year. I came
back to Fort Walton Beach and Florida Presbytery with renewed energy, determination, and
hope that God has great things planned for us
and our ministry together.
It was at the conference that I met the
Co-Moderators of the General Assembly 20182019 pictured above. I heard each of them
preach, Vilmarie at the opening of the conference and Cindy at the closing worship. They
are extraordinary women, sharing their faith
in honest and open dialog with the Biblical
text and the context of the PC(USA) in 2019.
On Saturday, January 26th, our church will
host the Winter meeting of the Presbytery.

Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri (left) and Cindy Kohlmann
(right) Co-Moderators of the 223rd General Assembly.
Photo by Michael Whitman.

I will be installed as Moderator that day.
Cindy Kohlmann will be with us to preach and
engage in discussions concerning our faithful
witness to the future of Christ’s church. I pray
that many members of our congregation will be
present to take part in this special time with
our sisters and brothers across the Panhandle
and to welcome everyone to our community of
faith here at First Presbyterian Church.
In Christ’s service, Rev. Sharon

Westward Road is an exciting and dynamic family trio from Indianapolis, Indiana.
They have been singing together as Westward Road since 2014 and absolutely love
worshiping and spreading the love of God. Members of the group are Scott Roberts,
his wife Kelli, and their son Garrett.
Westward Road has a style all of their own. I’m certain you will enjoy their new
approach to gospel music along with their smooth family harmonies. Their sound is a
modern country/gospel feel with lyrics that always convey the gospel message of
God’s saving grace through Jesus Christ.
They will lead worship on Sunday, February 24, 2019 at 10:00 a.m., followed by our
“Winter Friends” Reception in the Fellowship Hall. Please plan to attend and invite
your friends to come with you!

“Winter Friends”
Reception
February 24

Presbyterian Women will host a reception for our
“winter friends” on February 24th. Our winter
friends, whom we lovingly call “Snowbirds,”
become a vital part of our congregation while they
are here in Fort Walton Beach. This reception
gives us an opportunity to show our appreciation
for their contributions to FPC.

THE MARKET WILL BE OPEN IN THE
CHRISITAN EDUCATION CENTER (ROOM 7)

Sales Exchange for Refugee Rehabilitation
and Vocation

For the seventeenth year PW Joy Circle is
sponsoring a SERRV fairly traded craft
market for our church and community.
Every year we order more unique products
and the excitement builds. We have some
old favorites to add to the new items.
Visiting the market can be like visiting a
craft museum with its displays of crafts
from around the world. Marvel at the
craftsmanship and skill of the artisans who
created these items. We hope the artisans
will be able to support their families using
the traditional craft skills passed down for
generations.
For over 60 years, SERRV has provided
opportunities to people who are working to
improve their lives. By purchasing products
you can be assured that you are bringing
hope and practical support to women and
men throughout the developing world. In
recent years terrible natural disasters have
devastated countries around the world
where SERRV has ongoing relationships
with craftspeople. In Haiti after the recent
flooding, SERRV immediately provided
food, tents and tools to assist artisans to
rebuild and get back to work.
We will have new products that you have
never seen before! With every purchase you
help artisans around the world dream of a
better future for their families.
Invite friends to come to church and then
shop at the market. Pick up printed handouts in the Narthex or from the church
office and distribute to friends and places
you frequent.
If you need more information or would like
to have the market open at a special time for
a group — call Lila Mendel, 651-0649
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PW Dates to Remember

The Souper Bowl of Caring is a grassroots, faithbased crusade against hunger. We are joining
other churches, schools, and organizations across
the country to fight hunger and poverty by collecting funds on February 3rd.
Donations to food banks drop significantly in
January and February, the coldest months of the
year when many families are forced to choose
between food and heat.
All are invited to a soup & sandwich lunch
in the Fellowship Hall after worship in
conjunction with the Annual Meeting of the
congregation. Donations will be accepted for
local programs. Help us “tackle hunger” on
“Souper Bowl of Caring” Sunday, Feb. 3rd.
Attention: We need more nursery attendants.
Please contact Linda Petteway, 651-2313 if
you are willing to be included on the rotation
list to help care for our precious children.

We had a fantastic response to
the Angel Tree requests. Your generosity helped families at FRESH
Start celebrate Christmas in a way
they could not do on their own. A
gift of compassion they will never forget.
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OFFICER TRAINING FOR ALL ELDERS
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Put this on your calendars!

January 15
PW Coordinating Team Meeting
January 22
PW Birthday Luncheon
11:30 am at the Olive Garden
February 9,10,13,16,17,20,23,24
SERRV Market
February 19
PW Birthday Luncheon
11:30 am at the Bay Cafe
February 24
Winter Friends Reception

Thanks to you, we exceeded our 2018 goal
of $1,000. Two Cents-a-Meal is a component of the Florida Presbytery’s hunger
action program. Donations through this
ministry will greatly bless those in need.

Singers/Musicians
Ushers/Candle-lighters
Decorators
Readers/Liturgists
Reception Helpers
Sound Techs
and many more!

Great evidence of the Body
of Christ working together!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2019
TO APPROVE PASTOR’S
TERMS OF CALL
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
CONGREGATION AND
CORPORATION AND ELECTION
OF NEW ELDERS
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2018

Pat Hansen .................... 05
Carole Arrick ................. 12
Marilyn Connelly .......... 01

“A Crazy, Holy Grace”
begins
January 9th
2:00 pm
Here now are the best of Frederick
Buechner’s writings on pain and loss,
covering such topics as the power
of hidden secrets, loss of a dearly
beloved, letting go, resurrection from
the ruins, peace, and listening for the
quiet voice of God. And he reveals
that pain and sorrow can be a treasure—an amazing grace.
Join us each Wednesday at 2:oo pm
in CE room 7 starting January 9th.

Faye Black ..................... 02
Roger Huson ................. 07
Dotty Burdick ................ 10
Jim Rollins .................... 11
Susan Bayne ................. 13
Jill Diden ....................... 22

Donna Langford ............ 15
Mattie Trigg .................. 15
Marilyn Ankeney ............ 17
Brittany Thompson ....... 23
Doris Williamson ........... 23
Jim Weatherbee ............ 24
Chris Cook ..................... 27

Glenda Lichorwic .......... 23
Barbara Blackburn ....... 24
Miriam Schuler ............. 27
Helen Seagrave ............. 29

Happy Birthday,
God Bless You!

Financial Statement
INCOME:
Nov. ‘18
2018 to Date
Offerings ................................ $13,851.00..... 177,756.25
Misc. Income ................................ 245.00......... 2,520.00
Other Income......................................00............. 139.07

Wil & Jackie Hugli
January 28
Mark & Melissa Burson
February 25

TOTAL INCOME..................... $14,096.00..... 180,415.32
EXPENSES
Clergy Compensation. ............ $5,812.15....... 67,388.57
Worship Committee ...................... 900.00......... 4.709.30
Christian Education ........................ 80.71............ 901.92
Witness & Outreach...................... 652.80......... 9,895.10
Admin. & Finance .................... 12,080.95..... 123,441.17
Property Committee..................-3,393.20....... 31,887.92
Fellowship ..................................... 90.76......... 1,599.80
Loan Interest Expense ................. 364.57......... 4,213.40
TOTAL EXPENSES................ $16,588.74..... 244,037.18
EXCESS INCOME/EXPENSES . .-2,492.74...... -63,621.86

Transfer fm Investment Acct. ................00....... 85,000.00

January 6
Serve: Mark Burson, Pat Hansen
Kim Mitchell, Ann Sipos
Set up: Pat & Ann Clean: Mark & Kim
February 3
Serve: Mark & Sherryl Haller
Jim & Phyllis March
Set up: Hallers
Clean: March
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The Presbytery of Florida will meet at
First Presbyterian Church
Fort Walton Beach, FL
Saturday, January 26, 2018
Cindy Kohlman, one of the Co-Moderators
of the General Assembly, will be
special guest preacher
Rev. Sharon Schuler will be installed as the
2019 Presbytery Moderator

