
 

ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE 

First Presbyterian 

Church 

134 beal pkwy sw,                                                             

fort Walton beach, fl 

2026 BUDGET  

Operating Expense: 

 Clergy Compensation ...................................  35,000                                                                                 

 Admin & Finance ............................................. 87,400 

 Christian Education ................................  2,130 

 Fellowship .............................................  1,500 

       Property .............................................. 38,700 

 Worship  .............................................   5,200 

 Witness & Outreach ............................... 9,800 

Loan  Payment ................................................. 19,745     

 TOTAL EXPENSE .......................... 199,475 

 Projected transfer from                                                    

Endowment Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65,975 

Merrill Lynch Investment Account 

Balance at December 31, 2025       $234,645.13 

Operating Income 

 Pledges/Plate ................................................  132,100                                                                                 

 Facility Use ........................................................  1,000 

 Other .....................................................................  400 

 TOTAL INCOME ............................ 133,500

The Administration and Finance Committee members for 2024-2025 are Steve 

Cahoon, Treasurer/Committee Chair; Beth Crawley; Fran Goodall; Kim Mo-

ran; MG Moran; Marlene Naylor; Jim Weatherbee; Lorilee Corbett, Office 

Administrator; and Reverend Dr. John Stringer, Pastor. Meetings are held at 

5:00 pm on the second Wednesday of each month. All members of the congre-

gation, and especially representatives from other committees, are invited and 

encouraged to attend.  

2025 was a year of change. In June we celebrated the retirement of Church 

Treasurer, Fred Pryor after 57+ years of service. We are grateful to Fred for 

his guidance, financial wisdom and dedication to the life of this church. The 

congregation elected Steve Cahoon as Church Treasurer and Registered Agent 

of the Corporation on June 15, 2025.   

It was also a year of learning. Office Administrator, Lorilee Corbett spent many 

hours consulting and working with Power Church, our financial administration 

software tool to more fully utilize the functionality and streamline the monthly 

financial reporting process. In May the committee met with representatives of 

the Presbyterian Foundation and Texas Presbyterian Foundation regarding 

investment options for our endowment fund. After the annual financial review 

with Merrill Lynch the trustees decided not to recommend moving our invest-

ments at this time. Merrill Lynch is providing a good market return with rea-

sonable management fees. The investment fund 2025 starting balance was 

$208,534.78 and the ending year balance was $234,645.13, a gain of $26,110.35 

or 12.5%. We did not transfer any funds from the investment fund to support 

operating costs during the year. This was the result of better-than-expected 

offering contributions, a 40% increase over budget.  

We thank all committees for their hard work to stay within budget and in 

preparing budgets for 2026 that are realistic and attainable. Budget planning for 

2026 is complete with 29 pledges received showing a slight increase over last 

year’s pledges. We appreciate those members who increased their pledges for 

2026.   

The Administration and Finance committee, and Session in general, continue to 

look for ways to grow our congregation and thus the church’s income. We are 

open to all suggestions or input that members or friends of the congregation 

may have. We thank you for the honor of serving you and ask for your prayers 

for your church and its future. 

 

Steve Cahoon 

Treasurer/Admin & Finance Committee Chr. 



 
Vision: To be the hands, feet, and heart of Jesus in the world. 

Mission Statement:  Guided by the Holy Spirit, to grow as disciples                                      
of Jesus and share the love of God with all. 

                      WORSHIP                         PROPERTY 

 
Here are some of the activities of the Property Committee in 

2025: 

1. Review of the Property Committee budget.  The commit-

tee agreed that reductions in the Property Committee 
budget were needed.  But the committee also understood 
that emergencies happen, especially with the age and condi-

tion of our buildings, and the committee will work with the 
budget as situations arise. 

2. Agreements for outside organizations’ use of buildings were 

reviewed, and a new clause was added to cover a charge in 
case of excessive abuse of church property. 

3. Property Clean-Up in March was a great showing by our 
church membership.  Flower beds cleaned and mulch add-

ed; more mulch was added later in the year as was needed.  
Gravel was added to the south end of the educational 
building.  The inside of the sanctuary wad dusted and 

cleaned.  This clean-up day was a huge success! 
4. Columbarium update—all niches were put in their proper 

spaces with some nameplates replaced.  The Columbarium 

was thoroughly cleaned.  Pew pads were badly deteriorat-
ing and eventually removed. 

5. Church sign facing Beal Street wad repaired with new let-

tering columns. 
6. Two windows in the Narthex of the Sanctuary were re-

placed.  One window was broken and the other window 

was replaced to match the window that had been broken. 
7. The air conditioner in the Fellowship Hall was repaired. 
8. The Fellowship Hall carpet was professionally cleaned. 

9. Two spare pianos found new homes.  One was moved.  
The other piano will be moved later. 

10. The dead palm tree in the front of the parking lot was re-

moved. 
11. New security cameras were installed that will allow us to 

keep an eye on surrounding entrances and buildings. 

12. Our educational building received an extensive decluttering 
in October.  Many of our church family really stepped up in 
accomplishing this much-needed task. 

13. Our sprinkler system was repaired.  The repair was exten-

sive due to the age and disrepair of the system.  Gaynoe 
Enterprises of Fort Walton beach did the work.  They came 
highly recommended. 

 
Many thanks to the Property Committee comprised of Marlene 
Naylor, Mark Burson, Kim and MG Moran and Jim March. 

 
Many, many thanks to our First Presbyterian Church family who 
volunteered at the most crucial times. 

 
Pastor John Stringer 
Property Committee Chair 

 

Worship Committee Chair: Barbara Blackburn served while Fran 
Goodall was ill.  Fran Goodall resumed responsibilities mid-year. Pat 
Hansen, Phyillis March, Kim Moran, Vicki Wissel, Nancy Hillers, and 
Reverend Dr. John Stringer. 

Worship lead by Reverend Dr. John Stringer each Sunday.  Visiting 
Pastors and Elders served when Pastor Stringer was away.  Those 
who served were Reverend Dr. Jim Rollins, Reverend Mark Broad-
head, Reverend John Toth, Reverend Nicole Richardson, and Elder 
Larry Plank. 

Liturgists signed up at the Willing Wall to lead worship. These mem-
bers served: Barbara Blackburn, Mary Nell Stringer, Pat Hansen, 
Phyillis March, Jim March, Mark Burson, Fran Goodall, Sarah Scog-
gins. 

Music: Organ, Piano, Choir, Bell Choir, directed and led by Elder Kim 
Moran, and Elder Vicki Wissel, with Jeanie Caughman and Kim Mo-
ran managing music copies and folders. Pam Smith played piano 
and organ the last Sunday of each month. Choir members: Kim Mo-
ran, Jeanie Caughman, Fran Goodall, Nancy Toth, Tom Sipos, Jim 
Weatherbee, Jim Rollins, John Toth. Kim Moran and Vicki Wissel 
played a duo violin piece.  Kim Moran, Jeanie Caughman, and Vicki 
Wissel sang solos.    

Barbara Blackburn scheduled the ushers, greeters, and offertory 
collectors: These members served:  Barbara Blackburn, Sue Peder-
sen, Pat Hansen, Phyllis March, Jim March, Steve Cahoon, Debbie 
Cahoon, Mark and Melissa Burson, Beth Crawley, Marlene Naylor, 
Mary Nell Stringer, Daniel Manke, Sarah Scoggins. 

Pat Hansen scheduled Communion Servers for set-up and clean-
up.  These members served: Nancy Hillers, set-up and clean-up, 
Mayrelizbeth Pryor, Ann Sipos, Kim Moran, Phyillis March, Jim 
March, MG Moran, Sue Pedersen, Bob Engelkens, Beth Crawley, 
Marlene Naylor, Sarah Scoggins.  

Phyillis March managed the fresh altar flower arrangement delivery, 
the candle fuel, wax candles, advent wreath stand and scheduled the 
readers. Kim Moran placed the seasonal paraments on the pulpit - 
artificial flower arrangements stored in the closet behind the altar. 

Barbara Blackburn maintains the flyers, envelopes, prayer cards, 
Bibles and hymn books in the pews.  

Helen Edwards collects the offering to secure in the office. 

Brittany March programmed the screen display for announcements 
and hymns. MG Moran and Jim March operated the equipment for 
the livestreaming of the Sunday church service.  Lorilee Corbett, 
Administrator, produces the well-arranged and folded large print bul-
letins each Sunday. 

Sexton, Jamie Banks, maintained the cleanliness of the sanctuary 
along with volunteers on a scheduled Saturday clean-up day. He 
contributed greatly to the Christmas decorations setup and 
takedown.  

The congregation enjoys the efforts of all among us who are dedicat-
ed to the worship of God.   

Praise God and give thanks.  

In appreciation of these and all who join together in worship. 

Fran Goodall 

Worship Committee Chair 

 



The Fellowship Committee of First Presbyterian Church (FPC) – Fort Walton Beach (FWB) enjoyed a very full, joyful, and 

active year in 2025. Through regular gatherings and special celebrations, our committee worked to strengthen relation-

ships, encourage fellowship, and create welcoming spaces for members and guests alike. None of this would have been pos-

sible without the dedication and support of our committee members and volunteers, especially MG and Kim Moran, Phyllis 

March, and our Chairman, Jim March. 

 

In addition to hosting special events throughout the year, the Fellowship Committee faithfully coordinated and hosted the 

routine Fellowship Time following every Sunday Worship Service. This ongoing ministry provided a consistent 

opportunity for our church family and visitors to gather, connect, and extend hospitality week after week. 

Throughout the year, the Fellowship Committee planned, organized, and hosted a wide variety of events that brought our 

church family together across generations. These events provided opportunities for worshipful connection, laughter, music, 

food, and shared memories. 

 

Highlights from the year include: 

 

1. Breakfast at Church – Biscuits & Gravy on Sunday, January 12th, 2025, welcoming the congregation to a warm and 

hearty start to the year. 

2. Golden Agers Lunch on Tuesday, January 28th, 2025, featuring baked ziti and special entertainment by “Silver Elvis,” 

Bobby Bair. 

3. “Souper” Bowl of Caring Lunch on Sunday, February 9th, 2025, when all were invited to enjoy soup and sandwich-

es while supporting this meaningful outreach. 

4. Golden Agers BBQ Pork & Chicken Lunch on Tuesday, March 11th, 2025, complete with Music Trivia and fun 

featuring favorite hits from the 1950s, 60s, and 70s. 

5. Breakfast at Church – Omelets on Sunday, April 27th, 2025, a popular fellowship favorite. 

6. Annual Church Picnic on Sunday, May 18th, 2025, offering a relaxed time of fellowship for the entire church family. 

7. Music Appreciation & 4th of July Celebration on Sunday, June 29th, 2025, honoring the FPC Choir and our in-

credible choral leaders while also celebrating the spirit of patriotism as we looked ahead to Independence Day. 

8. Fred & Mayrelizbeth Pryor Celebration on Sunday, July 13th, 2025, recognizing their 60th wedding anniversary and 

honoring Fred Pryor for the love, time, and service he has faithfully given to our church family. 

9. Reception for the Celebration of Life and Song: Honoring Phyllis June Merritt on Sunday, September 20th, 

2025, providing a meaningful time of remembrance and fellowship. 

10. Breakfast at Church – Biscuits & Gravy on Sunday, October 12th, 2025. 

11.   Annual Harvest Homecoming Dinner on Sunday, November 9th, 2025, a cherished tradition bringing the congre-

gation together in gratitude and fellowship. 

 

The Fellowship Committee is grateful for the many volunteers who helped with setup, cooking, serving, cleanup, and hospi-

tality throughout the year. These shared efforts reflect the spirit of service and community that defines First Presbyterian 

Church (FPC) – Fort Walton Beach (FWB). We look forward to continuing this ministry of fellowship in the coming year, 

strengthening bonds within our church family and welcoming all who gather with us. 

 

Jim March 

Fellowship Committee Chair 

 

FELLOWSHIP 



WITNESS & OUTREACH 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

The Witness and Outreach committee is responsible for leading the church in its ministry to persons beyond the immediate member-

ship of the church by:   
Evaluating and recommending recipients and levels of benevolent giving appropriate for the church 
Overseeing participation in Session-approved programs  

The committee met monthly this year to monitor the $10,800 budget line items for distribution to selected charities/causes and to re-
view new worthy congregational giving.  Budgeted charitable recipients were the following:  Presbytery of Florida, Presbyterian Educa-
tion Board (schools in Pakistan), Sharing & Caring (Fort Walton Beach), One Hopeful Place Cold Night Program, Shelter House (Fort 

Walton Beach), Crossroads Medical Clinic (Valparaiso), Porch de Salomon Ministry (Guatemala), Good Times for Golden Agers Out-
reach Ministry. 
Charitable Collections.   

Monetary and non-monetary donations were collected for the following: 
Silver Sunday hunger program:  collection distributed to Sharing & Caring in Fort Walton Beach 
Souper Bowl of Caring for local hunger distributed to Sharing & Caring in Fort Walton Beach 
A Bed 4 Me – bedding collection to support program for children/teens in need of their own bed 

First Sunday collection and dedicated month-long collection of nonperishable food items and personal care items for Sharing & Caring 
Fisher House – collection of personal care items for family members staying at Fisher House while their loved one is in the hospital 
(Eglin AFB) 

Angel Tree gifts for families at FRESH Start 
Rummage sale proceeds designated for future mission trip 
School supplies – collected and donated items to the teachers in our congregation 

Alternative Gift Catalog – for international gifts as well as local causes 
Trunk-or-treat – collection of candy and treats for trunk-or-treat event 
Community Service/Outreach 

Community involvement activities included participation by members of the congregation in the following: 
Rummage sale conducted with the help of volunteers to raise funds for local causes:  recipient of the proceeds was Sharing &Caring Pet-
tingill prescription drug program 

First Street churches’ Halloween trunk-or-treat event: members participated in decorating car trunks and handing out candy/treats to 
the community children 
Cookie baking weekly –  prepared baked goods from donated mixes to add to sack lunches distributed by Trinity Methodist hunger pro-

gram.  Cookies also distributed to Opportunity Place, Children in Crisis, and One Hopeful Place. 
Prayer pillows – Volunteers met to assemble the prayer pillows for patients of area dialysis clinic and Alcoholics Anonymous/Narcotics 
Anonymous groups. 

Good Times for Golden Agers – Held luncheon events with food, games, and fellowship as an outreach/fellowship ministry for “golden-
aged” congregation and community members. 
Cold Night Program (One Hopeful Place) – Prepared and served hot meal for cold night and provided packaged breakfast items for the 

following morning to One Hopeful Place shelter on Wednesday nights when the temp drops below 40°F. 
Meeting space is provided to nonprofit groups as a part of ministry to the community, including Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anon-
ymous, and a legal aid clinic sponsored by Legal Services of Northwest Florida (currently on hold, pending availability of legal staff). 
Traditional offerings that were supported were One Great Hour of Sharing and the Christmas Joy Offering. 

A bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall provides updates on supported organizations and communications. 
W&O Committee Members:  Krisha Brister (Chair), Barbara Blackburn (Co-Chair), Fran Goodall, Sharron Land, Lila Mendel, Bob 
Engelkens, Mary Nell Stringer 

 
Krisha Brister 
Witness & Outreach Chair 

During the year 2025, Christian Education enjoyed the 

following activities:   

1. Adult Sunday School meets at 8:30 am.  MG Moran 

is the leader. 

2. Children’s Sunday School meets during the worship 

service.  Krisha Brister is the Sunday School  

      Teacher. 

3. Joy Circle meets at 9:45 am on the first Tuesday of  

      the month.  Lila Mendel is the leader. 

4. Fellowship Circle meets the first Thursday of the 

     month at 2:00 pm.  Mayrelizbeth Pryor is the leader. 

 

5. The Nursery is open at 9:45 am—11 am on Sun-

days.  Two nursery attendants take care of the chil-

dren each Sunday. 

6. Jim Weatherbee takes care of the library. 
7. Kim Moran held the study of The Chosen in the 

Education Room. 
8. Mary Nell Stringer has done a wonderful job of set-

ting up The Golden Agers Luncheon Events in the 

winter months.  Jim and Phyllis March also helped. 

Sue Pedersen 

Christian Education Chair 


